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Attendees
The following members of the Streetlight Committee were present: Stephanie Methven, Catherine Tannehill, Gail Alfar, Carolyn Baker, Eric Deal, Astrid Jaehde, Ted Moorman, Halina Scibielski, Robert Fiedler

Status of Committee Chairs
Stephanie Methven was elected at the 11/8/09 Streetlight Committee meeting as the Con-Committee Chair.
There were no nominations or volunteers obtained at the meeting or via email for a Pro-Committee Chair.

We are still in need of a Pro-Committee Chair.  Another request for a volunteer will be sent via email.

MNA Letter of Contact for Austin Energy
The streetlight committee chairs will request the MNA board to determine the contact person for the Austin Energy letter designating the point of contact.

Research of homeowners vs. renters on TravisCad.org
Helen Nooner completed checking every address in the neighborhood on TravisCad.  That list is being checked against the list of current MNA members.  

Presentation and Discussion of Ballot Questions
Catherine Tannehill presented a sample ballot for discussion and revision.  The sample ballot included questions regarding standard streetlights, standard painted streetlights, decorative streetlights and streetlights for the Mountain View Park.  It was decided that we should not include questions about streetlights for the park since that would have to be separately pursued through the Austin Parks & Recreation Department. 

Through our discussions of the sample ballot questions, it was determined that we need specific legal questions answered from Austin Energy.  It was suggested we have a representative from the Austin Energy legal department meet with the streetlight committee.  Stephanie Methven will call Austin Energy to get more specific legal information on the rights of individual homeowners, the rights of the MNA and if deemed necessary ask for a representative to meet with our committee.

After further discussion, it was determined that it would be best to simplify the ballot to possibly 2 questions.  Examples being:
1.  Do you want a light on your property or property line?
2. Would you prefer standard, standard-painted or decorative streetlights.

This simplification would also eliminate the need to provide a sample ballot for discussion on the blog as previously discussed.  

Along with the ballot questions, the legal information would be presented as well as the cost differences between the streetlight options and the pro/con research.   


MOUNTAIN NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
STREETLIGHT COMMITTEE
Sunday, November 15, 2009
4:00 p.m.
at
8806 Scotsman Drive
Page 2 of 2

Process of Voting
Through our discussions it was decided it would be best not to include an online method of voting but instead to obtain a paper ballot with a signature for every property owner.  


Pro & Con Streetlight Research
Through our discussions it was determined that we would no longer offer a blog for posting research.  Instead, an email would be sent to the neighborhood requesting input for either pro or con research.  One volunteer for pro-lights and one volunteer for con-lights will be designated to receive the information from the neighborhood, review the research and prepare a one page fact sheet based on the research.  This fact sheet would be presented with the ballot.

Gail Alfar had previously volunteered to organize the pro-lights research.

We are still in need of a con-lights research volunteer.

Timeline
It was decided to keep the January 15, 2009 deadline for obtaining research.

Our next Streetlight Committee meeting date was not set, but will be determined after contact with Austin Energy.











